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spiritual guide of all Boodhists. He was only nine years
old when our missionaries were there, and had been
recognised pope for six years, having been taken from an
obscure family of Sifans, in the province of Ming-chen-
tou-tse. When this Boodhist dies everybody falls to
meditation and prayer to discover the new birth. Prayer-
barrels1 turn with redoubled vigour. All who fancy they
have a regenerate Boodh in their families give notice, and a
council of holy ones, that is, of Kotooktoos, sits, and selects
three infants, who are sent for to Lassa to be examined.
For six days they are shut up, and the examiners devote
themselves this while to earnest meditation and prayer.
On the seventh clay they write the names of the three
infants on golden plates, and place them in an urn. The
senior Kotooktoo draws the lot; and the child whose
name is drawn is immediately proclaimed Delai Lama,
and carried in state through the town; while the two
rejected children are returned to their families, with
liberal pensions/' *

The Buddhistic faith, notwithstanding the depression
under which it ultimately laboured as the state religion
of Hellas, permeated every branch of society, maintaining,
in extraordinary vigour, the ever-present idea of the
visibility and non-visibility of the deified saints, according
to their own volition. Hence, Poseidon is sometimes
represented as a chief engaged to build the walls of Troy :
thus he is in his grosser capacity of substantial agent.
Oa the other hand, Ares is wounded, and a celestial ichor

1 Every Lama has his prayer-barrel. Prayer and meditation- being
regarded as the only effectual means of attaining sanctification, the con-
tinued repetition of the mystical " Om mani padme horn/' is considered as
the first essential of faith. Hence the number of repetitions is the test of
merit, and for.multiplication of them the de-vise of turning a barrel, on
which the words are -written, has been imagined, and obtains universal

' Prinsep, "Mongolia," p. 107.